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This natural right to free intercourse and to freedom of trade
was affirmed with equal emphasis by Hugo Grotius, 'Not even
temporal sovereigns in their own dominions have the right to
prohibit freedom of trade.' All nations and all individuals have,
according to Grotius, an indefeasible right to engage in inter-
national trade; and for the prince, his concern is limited to
special matters and does not extend to the prohibition of
material gain. Moreover, his authority 'has absolutely no force
against the Eternal Law of nature and of nations, from whence
came that liberty which is destined to endure forever'.1

civitate vel expellere jam existentes. Cum ergo barbari non habeant justum bellum
contra Hispanos, supposito quod sint innoxii: ergo non licet illis prohibere Hi-
spanos a patria. Item, omne animal diligit sibi simile. Ergo mdetui quod amicitia
inter homines sit dejure naturali: et contra naturam esse vitare consortium hominum
innoxiorum. Item, quia si Hispams non liceret peregrinari apud illos vel hoc
esset jure naturali, aut divino aut humano. Naturali et divino certe licet. Si
autem lex humana esset quae prohiberet sine aliqua causa a jure naturali et
divino esset inhumana nee esset rationabilis et per consequens non haberet vim
legis.

Item, cum dicitur 'diliges proximum tuum1, manifestum est omnem hominem
proximum esse.

Again it is lawful for the Spaniards within the limits of justice to trade with the
barbarians by importing goods the latter lack or by exporting goods in which they
abound. Their princes may not impede their subjects from the exercise of commerce
with the Spaniards, nor may the Spanish princes prohibit commerce with them.
Primo, quia etiam hoc videtur jus gentium, ut sine detrimento civium peregrini
commercia exerceant. Item, princeps (barbarorum) tenetur diligere Hispanos
jure naturali: ergo non licet eis si potest fieri sine detrimento illorum prohibere
illos a commodis suis sine causa. Contra jus naturale est ut homo hominem sine
aliqua causa avertetur. Non enim homini homo lupus est (ut ait Ovidius) sed
homo. The advocacy by Vittoria of a primary rule of international Free Trade is
a striking anticipation of what appears to be a general conclusion of twentieth-
century economists, that is everywhere contradicted by the practice of twentieth-
century statesmen.

1 Grotius9 by W. S. M. Knight, p. 105. The importance for law and international
relations of the medieval concept of the excellence of human nature and of the
innate friendship of man for man is strongly affirmed by Professor Elliot Smith of
University College, London, in two striking letters in the issues of The Times
newspaper, dated respectively 13 November 1928 and 15 November 1929. The
occasion of the first of these letters was the statement by President Coolidge on
Armistice Day 1928 that 'it is coming to be more and more realized that peace is
the natural state of mankind'. 'IP, says Professor Elliot Smith, 'warfare and all
forms of strife and violence are due not to the innate impulse to be savage and
malicious but to some artificial and avoidable interference with man's instinctive
tendency to decent conduct, the preservation of peace by reason and consideration
becomes a real possibility. Yet those who should be the first to recognize the innate